
West Texas Adventure Itinerary - September 2022 
Updated January 10, 2022

September 22, 2022 Thursday Day One Midland-Odessa to Pecos 

Your group will meet mid-afternoon at the Midland-Odessa Airport baggage claim area to kick off your far West Texas 
saga. (Drive-in travelers should leave their vehicles in airport parking.) Our luxury motorcoach will depart the airport at 
3pm local time, then drive west through MONAHANS (to see some Texas oddities there) to PECOS, a quintessential West 
Texas town. A drive-around town will end at the WEST of the PECOS MUSEUM for dinner and visit to this entertaining 
site, with its authentic saloon and bar, and three floors of displays documenting the history of West Texas life. 

 Meals  included: Dinner
 Accommodations: Best Western Swiss Chalet Hotel in Pecos

September 23, 2022 Friday  Day Two Pecos to Fort Davis 

Your drive from Pecos to Fort Davis will pass through BALMORHEA STATE PARK, where one of the world’s largest 
spring-fed pools is located, here in the West Texas desert. (Our stop there will be based on current availability.) Then 
it is on to the popular and picturesque town of FORT DAVIS, highlighted in the feature film Dancer, Texas. Your visit 
will include a guided tour and movie at the photogenic Fort itself. Lunch will be a catered picnic at the CHIHUAHUAN 
DESERT RESEARCH INSTITUTE featuring pre-ordered sandwiches selected by you the traveler, followed by a walk with 
its professional naturalists. A driving tour of FORT DAVIS will ensue, highlighting the area’s western history. The evening 
will start with a deluxe dinner at the HOTEL LIMPIA in town, followed by the internationally-popular STAR PARTY at 
UT’s McDONALD OBSERVATORY where an astronomer will talk you through what is visible in the black velvet sky. After 
the talk, you will have the opportunity to look through several of the Observatory’s telescopes trained on then-visible 
celestial objects. 

Meals  included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodations: Indian Lodge in Fort Davis State Park

 
September 24, 2022 Saturday Day Three Fort Davis and Marfa

The morning features a drive on the DAVIS MOUNTAINS LOOP, one of the most scenic in Texas. The route ends back 
at the McDONALD OBSERVATORY where the staff will lead you on a private tour to see two of the world’s largest 
telescopes. Lunch will be in town at the FORT DAVIS DRUG STORE. Then you relocate to the quirky town of MARFA, 
one of America’s hottest art scenes. After a tour of town and its grand County Courthouse (the latter based on current 
availability), the group will dine at JETT’S RESTAURANT at the PAISANO HOTEL, where many of the cast and crew stayed 
during the filming of the epic movie GIANT around Marfa. After dinner you will position yourselves at the roadside 
viewing stand to search for the curious MARFA LIGHTS, the unexplained phenomenon that attracts investigators from 
around the world, none of whom has been able to solve the mystery of the source of the lights. 

 Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
 Accommodations: Indian Lodge

September 25, 2021 Sunday  Day Four Presidio, Lajitas, Terlingua,  Big Bend National Park

Today will be full of the most spectacular scenery in Texas, as you ride from Fort Davis to Big Bend National Park by 



way of Presidio, one of the most remote towns in America, yet one of the oldest. After a morning rest stop at Presidio’s 
EL PATIO CAFE, you will be awed on FM170 from Presidio to Lajitas, paralleling the Rio Grande and the border with 
Mexico. Lunch is enjoyed at the posh LAJITAS RESORT, before moving on to TERLINGUA, site of the Chili Cookoff that 
draws thousands. While there, you will visit the famous Terlingua Ghost Town and Cemetery before our dinner at the 
STARLIGHT CAFÉ. Then there will be enough light for you to marvel at the scenery in BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK as we 
drive several thousand feet high to the basin in the center of the Park, where the CHISOS MOUNTAINS LODGE is located. 

 Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
 Accommodations: Chisos Mountains Lodge in Big Bend National Park

September 26, 2022 Monday  Day Five Full day in Big Bend National Park  

An entire day is allocated within Big Bend National Park, highlighted by the drive on the western side of the Park on the 
Ross Maxwell Scenic Drive. Included are stops at the Santa Elena Canyon and the Castolon station, as well as various 
photo ops. There will be time at the end of the afternoon to walk the trails around the Lodge and enjoy the sunset on 
the Window View Trail to the west. A picnic lunch is included; breakfast and dinner at the Lodge’s restaurant are on-your-
own.

 Meals included: Lunch
 Accommodations: Chisos Mountains Lodge

September 27, 2022 Tuesday Day Six  Big Bend National Park to Marathon; Fort Stockton  

We drive north out of the Park with a stop at the Park’s FOSSIL EXHIBIT CENTER, then on to MARATHON, the whistle-
stop for local ranchers. Lunch is at the popular GAGE HOTEL. Then it’s further north to FORT STOCKTON to tour the town 
and see the ANNIE RIGGS HOTEL, an eye-opening look at life and accommodations in the remote west not that long ago. 
Happy Hour will be a wine tasting at the GRAY MULE just next door. Dinner will be catered on the grounds of the ruins of 
the Fort itself. 

 Meals included: Lunch, Dinner
 Accommodations: Fairfield by Marriott

September 28, 2022 Wednesday Day Seven Fort Stockton to Midland-Odessa Airport  

After driving from Fort Stockton to the Midland-Odessa Airport, we plan to arrive at the airport at 10:30 am, so flight 
arrangements should be made accordingly.

 Meals included: Breakfast

NOTE: The above itinerary is accurate as of January 10, 2022 but due to the uncertainties caused by the pandemic, 
it is possible that some elements September have to be altered even during the tour itself. Passengers will be kept 
informed of any changes as they occur.
 
 
 
 
 


